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Building a Foundation 

Capital Campaign 

"Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his 

house on rock.  The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did 

not fall, because it had been founded on rock."  Matthew 7:24-25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOU ARE INVITED TO GIVE TO YOUR CHURCH'S FUTURE 

The "Building a Foundation" appeal is intended to help our church make a significant reduction in its 

building debt while also meeting the monthly mortgage and assisting on addressing significant capital 

expenditures required to care for our church and grounds.  Please be sure to review the information  

packet inviting you to make a gift and three year commitment to the "Building a Foundation" appeal.   

Your prayerful response on or before May 17 is vital to the ongoing ministry we share together at Holy 

Spirit. 
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A Note from Our Pastor 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

In the 11th chapter of the book of Genesis, we read about a people who decided to go against God’s  

command to spread throughout the world and instead intended to build themselves a city, with a tower that 

reached to the heavens, the tower of Babel.  The people wanted to make a name for themselves, to make 

something that would be everlasting, to become famous, and their name immortal.   And in fear of what the 

future might bring they put all their effort into taking care of themselves, isolating themselves in order to 

assert control over their circumstances.    

But the Lord did not look favorably on the intentions of these people.  Their pride, their exclusiveness, and 

their self-preservation was not what God intended and so God created confusion among the people, made 

their language unintelligible and scattered the people all over the face of the earth.  God intended for the 

people to be a blessing to the entire world.  And so as a result, humanity was divided for the sake of being 

united in God.  True unity is not found in things that are tangible or centered on one’s own self-interests, 

but true unity is found when the concerns of the entire world are shared, when people can live together 

without conflict, oppression, and when we work to keep in tune with what God wants for the world.  

Sometimes the church operates in the same isolated way as it relates to the world.  In the interests of unity 

and preserving its own future, members often stay close to home rather than venturing out across the face 

of the community.  Sometimes self-serving interests are emphasized over self-giving service.  And some-

times in an effort to justify themselves, others are excluded or forgotten. 

On the Day of Pentecost, which we will be celebrating on May 31st, the Holy Spirit came to Jesus’  

followers in a new and bold way.  That tight-lipped band of followers who huddled timidly behind closed 

doors, suddenly were thrust by the Spirit into the streets of Jerusalem to boldly proclaim the gospel in 

terms everyone could understand.  The Spirit unified the people of God and its power burst through any 

barriers before it, including language, ethnicity, and gender.  This unifying event where all could under-

stand in their own language has been understood as the undoing of the events in Genesis 11.  No longer 

were followers of Christ to be a band of separate individuals, but now the church was established to be the 

Body of Christ, the irreducible unit of Christianity.  And we are called to be the Body of Christ, a body of 

independent parts where no part is greater than another, but all work together to serve the whole.  The free-

spirited individualism, the conflicts and divisions, and the self-serving nature of the Babel story that we see 

so evident in our world today, is to be overcome by the Spirit of the Risen One who binds us together as 

one church, to bring justice and grace to all people and usher in the reign of God.   

As we celebrate our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ this Easter season, and as we celebrate the birth of 

the Church through the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, let’s all commit to serving our Church and our Lord with 

open hands and loving hearts.  Let’s create a community that reflects the unity we share in the Holy Spirit, 

and let’s boldly proclaim Christ is Risen!   

 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Tim  
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Thursday Bible Study (suspended until further notice) 

The Quilters (suspended until further notice) 

EXPOS  

The May 12th tour of Ascension Greek Orthodox Church is canceled. 

Prayer Group  

Our prayer group is continuing to meet at 9:30 a.m. every Thursday morning, using ZOOM.  If you'd like to 

pray with us, please contact Jeanne Nelson at jnelson814@comcast.net and she will send you the link to be 

invited in.   

Meet & Greet (suspended until further notice) 

Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit is a Reconciling in Christ congregation. 

Church Calendar (suspended until further notice) 

We have not included our normal three month calendar in the newsletter this month since we cannot predict 

when we will be able to resume face-to-face activities in the church.  With all church gatherings suspended for 

now, we will begin re-planning events as we near the time when we resume them.  It will be wonderful to get 

back together when we do, and we can look forward to a grand celebration when that day comes! 

Synod Assembly 

Holy Spirit will send three delegates to the Metropolitan Chicago Synod Assembly.  The annual assembly has 

been postponed from June 5th and 6th to October 3rd.  A location has yet to be determined as well as whether 

or not this will be a virtual gathering.  Further details will be forthcoming.  If you are interested in participat-

ing please contact Pastor Tim.  

Stay in Touch 

Let us know what you are up to during this stay at home mandate by emailing pictures, particularly of  

worship and service, to be included in the next newsletter. 
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VBS 

Our annual VBS week is set for 

July 27-31.  Mark your calendars! 

We will be going on a Wilderness  

Escape!!! Adult volunteers are 

needed to make this the success it 

has always been. Please let me 

know how you can help. 

LCHS Response to Covid-19 

In response to the official guidelines by our state and health authorities we have 

suspended all formal worship services and large gatherings until further notice.  

During this time of uncertainty and vulnerability, it is with great pastoral care, that we 

want to assure you that you are not alone.  In the coming weeks we will continue to: 

Bring you the Word of God. 

Through recordings and downloads and live streaming we will continue to provide you 

the opportunity to join in worship with prayers, scripture readings, sermons, music, and 

children’s messages 

Provide Pastoral Care and Outreach 

Though person-to-person visits will not be available, a network of contact has already 

been established to provide wellness checks with all members, solicit volunteers to help 

with providing assistance efforts, and continued contact from staff and members as we 

explore ways to connect with each other and the ministries of our church. 

Receive Offerings for Continued Ministry 

You may choose to mail your offerings in, drop off your offering, or sign up or  

continue to use Simply Giving, our pre-authorized automatic withdrawal program, to 

contribute to the church, world hunger, COOL food bank, LSSI, or Lutheran World  

Relief, for we recognize our need to sustain these vital ministries.   

Continue to Gather as a Community 

Through teleconferencing platforms like ZOOM, we will continue to meet with each 

other.  The church council, prayer group and our capital campaign team have already 

utilized this technology so that we can continue to work together and be the church we 

are called to be. 

Be a Community Committed to Prayer 

Our relationship with God centers on our ongoing communication with God through 

prayer.  As we learn of the many needs of people who need our prayer and lift them up 

in prayer, we also receive comfort, peace, hope, and inspiration as we experience the 

abundance that comes from God, and grow in our relationship with God through prayer. 
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3- Shirley Crandall 
 Laurie Ohm 
4- Kyle Koblas 

5- Dorothea Lehtinen 

6- Sue Kick 

7- Joan Keyes 

8- Eileen Weglarz 

9- Diane Laudati 
 Stephen Pedersen 
 Truman Rudloff 
10- Brady Greenwell 
 Greg Greenwell 
 Emma Hathaway 
 Grace & Madison McElhinny 
11- Thomas Maas 
 Jennifer Qualley 
12- Emmanuel Neela 

13- Katherine Prosk 
 Allison Wyrwicz 

14-  Alfhild Perrone 
 Carolyn Raymond 
 Kelsey Utterback 
 

15-   Amy Steinberger 

16- Tom Adkisson 

17- Janice Edwards 

18- Colton Schroetter 
 Church Shambrook 
19- Bill Collins 

20- Steve Fina 

21- Alicia Spoehr 

22- Nancy Fencl 

23- Nila Bilstad 
 Marshall Calef 
27- Ann Plaza 

28- Amelia Tagge 
 Lisa Thurman 
29- Lisa Hale 
 Larry Neumann 
30- Terri Pedersen 

31- Steve Dick 

May  

Birthdays 

Class of 2020 Congratulations Graduates!! 
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How May I Help? 

What can I do to help Holy Spirit and Holy Spirit families during the pandemic crisis? 

Our ministry also continues to rely on your regular contributions to ensure we have the resources we need to 

support our faith community. Even though our worship services may not be in-person for many more weeks 

or even months, the church still must meet our financial obligations for salaries, utility bills, mortgage pay-

ments, and benevolence. We acknowledge that for many of us this is a time of uncertainty and financial hard-

ship. However, for those of you who are able, we ask that you continue your regular contributions—or  

consider accelerating or increasing your giving—either through mailing your donations to the church, setting 

up direct-pay from your bank, or using a new GivePlus mobile app that we are introducing to simplify  

electronic giving.   

GivePlus is an extension of our current Simply Giving electronic donation system. You do not need to be cur-

rently using Simply Giving in order to use GivePlus. With GivePlus, you can quickly and easily donate to Ho-

ly Spirit using your smartphone or tablet. GivePlus is free to use and available for download at the App Store 

(Apple or Google). Simply download the GivePlus app,  search for our church by name (Holy Spirit Lutheran 

Church) or zip code (60069), and then set up your payment using a debit card or credit card. You can make a 

one-time payment as a guest user, or create an account to set up recurring donations and view your giving his-

tory. You are able to donate to four different funds: General Operating Fund, Building Fund, Hunger Offering, 

or Holiday Offering. If you have questions or would like to learn more, please refer to the user guide, the FAQ 

document, or contact Larry Brady or Daaron Dohler.  

UserGuide:  https://giveplushelp.vancopayments.com/images/GivePlus_Mobile_How_it_work.pdf   

FAQ:  https://giveplushelp.vancopayments.com/images/GivePlus_Mobile_FAQs_for_Donors.pdf    

Larry Brady: larrybrady1952@gmail.com  

Daaron Dohler: dldohler@gmail.com  

Our Holy Spirit family has always reached out to those in need.  At this unprecedented time, there are doubt-

less families in our own congregation which are dealing with uncertainty and challenge.  Please reach out to 

Pastor Tim if you have a confidential situation so he can connect you with the support or services you need.  

 

 

  

Creative Magic 

Thanks to Ellie Kasche for creating this beautiful 

reminder to our neighbors. It is displayed on the 

Lincolnshire kiosk. 
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Community Outreach 

What can I do to help others during the pandemic? 

The organizations that we support with our hunger offerings and special events need our help now more than 

ever!   Please mail in your hunger offering to church just as you would have contributed on the second Sunday 

of the month.   

PADS   (Providing Advocacy, Dignity, and Shelter)   During the shelter order in Illinois, PADS is not able 

to use churches or other facilities to shelter residents who are experiencing homelessness.  At this time, over 

100 individuals are being housed temporarily in hotels and are in need of food and basic supplies each day.  

PADS is seeking donations of microwaveable food and pantry items to be distributed to the guests staying in 

hotels.  Please prayerfully consider a donation of items on the list below: 

Mac n cheese cups    Cup-a-Soup   Ravioli – microwavable  

Spaghetti and meatballs – microwavable Loaves of bread  Ramen cups 

Beef stew – microwavable   Tuna packets   Fruit cups 

Small jars of peanut butter and jelly  Spam pouches 

Beef jerky, Slim Jim, meat sticks  Breakfast cereal bars or granola bars 

Gift cards to Aldi, Walmart, Jewel. McDonalds.  Please either include the receipt or clearly mark the dollar 

value. 

These items may be dropped off at the main PADS office, 1800 Grand Ave, Waukegan, IL 60085, M-F  

between 8:00 am and 4:00 pm.  Cash donations are also needed.  

COOL Ministries  (Community Outreach of Lutherans)  COOL is doing their best to keep up with the in-

creased demands of families and individuals in the Lake County area and needs our help.  COOL is in need of 

boxes of cereal, canned vegetables, fresh produce and snacks for the kids home from school (granola 

bars, fruit snacks, etc).  They also need juice (apple, orange, etc). Toiletries are hard to find right now but 

they can also always use toilet paper, paper towels and household cleaning products as well.  

COOL is working in conjunction with PADS to pack meal boxes for their hotel guests so anything microwave-

able is also great as well as plastic silverware, cups, plates etc. Can openers are also needed.   

Monetary donations are always needed, and can be mailed to:  COOL Ministries, 800 W. Glen Flora Ave., 

Waukegan, IL 60085. 

Holy Spirit will have a special physically-distanced PADS and COOL drop off on Saturday, May 9, from 

1 - 3PM.  Please bring your donations to our parking lot at 30 Riverwoods Road in Lincolnshire.  You 

can put them directly into the trunk of a car, and they will be delivered to the PADS and COOL offices.   

Holy Family School was forced to cancel their fundraising benefit scheduled for April 25.  Their outstanding 

teachers have moved to e-learning in a community where many families do not have internet access.  A  

Herculean effort has secured Chromebooks and iPads for their students.  Temporary internet access has been 

donated to enable students in preschool through 8th grade to continue their education.  However, many of the 

students lack basic school supplies .  Please donate some crayons, some paper, or whatever you can:  

https://smile.amazon.com/wedding/registry/R2ESTIBADFHR?ref=wr_search_page_result_1   You can donate 

everything from pencils to erasable white boards.  

If you forget this link, go to Amazon and search “wedding registries.”  Sorry, after much effort creating a 

school wish list, it was easier to create a registry!  Use “Holy Family School” for the name of either the bride 

or the groom!  Your purchases will be shipped directly to the school and distributed as needed.   

Please donate early and often.   We are all in this together! 
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Children’s Ministry News 

by Jennifer Williams, Children’s Ministry Director - jennifer.williamslchschildren@gmail.com 

Tuesday LYFE children have wrapped up their unit on “The Disciples” by receiving packets at home. The 

focus was on Jesus’ 12 and fun facts about each one. Did you know: James was John’s brother? The first 

disciple called was Andrew? Or that Matthew was a tax collector?  These were some of the interesting 

things we discovered. 

Our latest email conversations have been on “PRAYER”.  After reflecting on a select group of verses the 

kids have been asked to do two things so far: design a prayer place at home and to keep a prayer journal.  

We might not be worshipping and gathering as usual, but hopefully we can find a way to carve out a new 

routine! 

Prayer Pals 

Please keep our kids in mind.  This has been a real struggle for them.  One huge trial is not attending 

school.  Some of our kids thrive on the socialization aspect of school and this has been removed.  Some of 

the kids struggle with keeping their focus so remote learning/screen time learning is a battle.  I’m sure 

teachers and families have constructed great ideas on how to help our kids, they just need a little support. 

Please continue your generous prayers for our kids and families. 

Our church building has been quiet lately but we have remained connected!   

A very special thank you to our fantastic 

Sunday School Teaching Team 

Jen Prosk 

Kari Davenport 

April Neuman 

Kelly Wittich 

Kim McElhinny 

Donna Williams 

Lynn Driscoll 

We appreciate all of their time and talent spent in  

sharing God’s word with the children of LCHS!  
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Highlights  

from 

April 2020 

The monthly Church Council meeting was held via Zoom on April 13th. Treasurer’s report included 
monthly Benevolence offerings and other income of $28,145 for March and an additional $15,000 in 
receipts that have not yet been reconciled in Power Church (Reconciled YTD total is $86,103). 
Operating expenses were $36,891  in March (YTD total is $107,712 ). 

The Pastor’s report:  The pandemic has brought many changes and challenges.  Worship services have 
been recorded and video links are circulated to the congregation.  Pastor Tim has been visiting with 
members via telephone and other means without direct personal contact in accordance with the shelter in 
place Order.  First year Confirmation curriculum has concluded; second year Confirmands have work 
remaining that will be scheduled along with a new Confirmation service date when circumstances 
permit.  Third-party building use has stopped due to the pandemic and will only resume when 
circumstances permit.  Worship & Music reported that Pastor Tim, Maria, and others have worked very 
hard to provide "virtual" worship services and will continue to do so, possibly using other options such 
as live streaming, as circumstances and technology permit. Youth reported that Jennifer has reached out 
for Zoom meetings and will continue to reach out and encourage communication and staying connected. 
Christian Education reported that Jennifer is staying connected with families to keep the Sunday 
School students and LYFE participants engaged and feeling cared for. VBS registration is on the website 
if circumstances will allow VBS to proceed.  CUFF reported that corned beef and cabbage was held on 
March 13.  Finance reported that electronic and alternative giving methods are being explored to assist 
with collection of benevolence offerings during this time, including use of an app. Growth reported that 
a “sending love and support to our neighbors” banner has been on display for the last two weeks in the 
Lincolnshire village kiosk and will be displayed for at least an extra week. A sign also will be placed in 
front of the church showing community support and encouraging participation in online worship.  
Human Needs reported that LCHS provided food for PADs. PADs is continuing to accept food 
donations from the community, Holy Family Ministries also is in need of school supplies for its families 
as they engage in e-learning, and COOL Pantry is experiencing needs; an email will be sent providing 
information about ways to help organizations in need.  The Caring Community Committee has been 
making calls to members to keep connected, identify needs, and offer support to members.  Property 
reported that maintenance tasks and upkeep are ongoing and consideration is being given to providing 
work day task opportunities while maintaining social distance.  Old Business:  The Synod Convention 
will be rescheduled by the Synod. The Capital Campaign is proceeding as modified due to the pandemic; 
a brochure, video, and Q&A are being prepared and will be circulated. Jan Schwanke is working on 
getting LCHS added to Amazon Smile. New Business:  Many activities are underway to keep members 
connected during this time, including a phone tree, Caring Community phone calls, weekly Zoom prayer 
time, and on-line services. A Zoom fellowship event also is being considered.   

Next council meeting currently is scheduled for May 11th at 7:30 PM. All council meetings are open 
to Holy Spirit members. Minutes and reports of the council are kept in a public notebook in the narthex.  
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Worshipping at Home Empty Sanctuary during Holy Week 

Keeping Busy 

Playtime 

Finding Ways to Cope. 
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National Day of Prayer Service 

May 7 

Holy Spirit will be joining the many churches around the country that will be observing the National Day of 

Prayer.  Our theme will be "Love One Another" and in our worship service we will center on prayer for our 

country, our churches, our families, our diversity, and that the love of God will bring about a spiritual  

awakening in the United States of America. 

Although days of prayer and fasting have been observed throughout our nation's history, the annual spring 

date of the first Thursday in May was established by President Harry Truman in 1952.  Each year since its  

inception, the presidents has signed a proclamation, encouraging all Americans to pray on this day. 

We are encouraging you to join us on Thursday May 7, to make time for a special worship  service, and to 

pray for our country, and that we "Love One Another".  An e-mail will be sent with the link to the video re-

cording of this service.  Join us knowing that our prayers are heard, for we have much to pray for this year.  

We are Grateful and Pray for 

First Responders, Nurses, Doctors, 

And All Essential Workers Everywhere! 
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HOLY SPIRIT HAPPENINGS 
May 2020 

More information may be found on our website:  www.holyspirit-elca.org 

Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit 

30 Riverwoods Road 

Lincolnshire, IL 60069 

 

Rev. Timothy C. Linstrom, Pastor 
Phone: 847-945-1550 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 


