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In our gospel lesson we hear John the Baptizer and his famous command to “Prepare 
the way of the Lord”, for the Lord is coming, the Messiah, the King of kings, the Lord of 
Lords.  So clear the path of any potential enemies or distractions.  Prepare the way of 
the Lord by getting everything out of the way so that the Lord might march right into 
your hearts and minds and find a home with you.  So clean up your act, get cleansed, 
be made pure, for the one who is coming is extremely powerful.  He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
 
As we anticipate the day when our Lord Jesus will return again, we also hear the 
prophetic voice of Isaiah in our Old Testament reading, who envisions the glorious 
coming of the Messiah, who will come with the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and fear of the Lord, who will judge 
the world with righteousness, and the entire planet will be transformed. 
 
Isaiah expects a powerful change to take place and he longed for it because Isaiah lived 
in a time of war.  The year was 700 BCE and the Jews had been fighting for 40 years.  
First they fought the Assyrians, then the Egyptians, then the Assyrians again, and again 
the Egyptians.  All the kids had grown up with weapons, a spear in one hand a sword in 
the other.  From the time they were 3 years old they were playing war games.  From the 
time they were born until they were 20, one of the main things they were taught was 
how to fight and kill, can you imagine what they must have been like.  Unfortunately, in 
some places, many grow up the same way today.   
 
Isaiah was also tired of the discord he saw between people in the community and 
wondered why?  He was tired of seeing fighting between mothers and daughters, 
fathers and sons, husbands and wives.   Isaiah longed for peace.  He longed for peace 
like a man crossing the desert longs for water.  He had read the book of Genesis and 
knew that human beings were made for peace. Isaiah knew we were created in the 
image of God and therefore we were made to be peaceful with each other.  And as he 
dreamed of that peace he wrote down those beautiful dreams, in some of the most 
memorable words and images of the Bible: 
 
The wolf shall live with the lamb 
The leopard shall lie down with the baby lamb 
The calf and the lion living together 
Infants and young children can play among poisonous snakes 
And none will be hurt 
No more death and destruction 
 
But Isaiah didn’t just dream dreams, he didn’t just paint mental images for us to aspire 
to.  Isaiah knew how to get peace, for he knew that God would send the Prince of 
Peace, and that if we’re filled with the Spirit of that Prince of Peace, the very Spirit of 



God alive within us, there would be an outpouring of wisdom and understanding.  For 
the very spirit and compassion of God, will bring about that change in us, the change for 
us to become a more peaceful, peace-filled person. 
 
Sadako Sasaki was such a person.  She lived in Japan when the atom bomb was 
dropped in Hiroshima.  When she was just 11 years old, she developed leukemia and 
died.  During her months in the hospital, she remembered an ancient story which says 
that the crane is supposed to live for a thousand years.  And as the saying goes, if a 
sick person folds a thousand paper cranes, the gods will grant her wish, and make her 
healthy again. 
 
After having experienced the loss of family in a time of war, Sadako’s dream was peace 
in our world.  She held fast to this hope, making as many cranes as her energy would 
allow her, day after day.  The paper origami cranes became her strength and her 
courage. 
 
After she had made her 644th crane, Sadako died, she died in her sleep.  Sadako’s 
classmates then folded the remaining 356, so that 1000 origami cranes were buried with 
her. 
 
After her funeral, Sadako’s class collected her letters and published them in a book that 
was sent all around Japan.  Soon, everyone knew about Sadako and the thousand 
paper cranes. 
 
Her friends began to dream of building a monument to her, and to all the children who 
died the way she did.  Young people throughout the country helped collect money for 
the project.  In 1958, a statue of Sadako holding a golden crane was unveiled in 
Hiroshima Peace Park.  Since that time people from all around the world have spoken 
the words which are engraved there.  They have kept Sadako’s dream alive:  It says:  
This is our cry:  this is our prayer – peace in our world. 
 
Now it’s wonderful to hear how others have been moved to work for peace, and for us to 
follow their examples and prepare our Lord’s return we need a plan, a strategy, with 
many baking Christmas cookies this time of year, let’s call it a recipe.  A recipe to cook 
up peace. 
 
The first part of this recipe is that we need to be filled with the spirit of the Prince of 
peace.  This means to have the very Spirit of God come into you, alive, full, and vibrant.  
The prophet Isaiah said that during the Messianic age, there would be an outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit and the Spirit of God would rest upon the Messiah.   
 
Isaiah says that Messiah would be given a spirit of wisdom and understanding, a spirit 
of insight and inner strength, a spirit of wisdom and fear of the Lord.  The very spirit of 
compassion of God lives inside of us, and this is the most important ingredient in 
becoming a peaceful person.  The prophet Isaiah said, “They would not hurt anymore, 
neither will they destroy anymore, because the whole earth has become full of the 



knowledge of God.”  Now the world will say, “That’s crazy, that will never happen, that’s 
just religious fantasies!”  But that’s because the world does not understand that the 
peace of God always begins with the Spirit of the Prince of Peace living inside of us.  
There is no replacement for that.  When the Spirit of the Prince of Peace begins living 
inside of us, we start becoming a peaceful person.  We can’t skip that ingredient in the 
recipe. 
 
Second, anytime the Spirit of the Prince of Peace lives inside of us, it results in 
righteousness or right relationships, between two people, groups, or nations.  
Righteousness is to treat the other with gentleness, kindness, and forgiveness.  I am 
going to treat you right and you are going to be right with me.  Righteousness always 
begins with a healthy dose of forgiveness.  We can’t have peace in any family without 
forgiveness.  We just can’t.  The Spirit of the Prince of Peace inevitably motivates us to 
work towards righteousness in all relationships.  We cannot have peace without 
righteousness.  We just can’t.  In a home,  In a school.  In an office.  In a factory.  In a 
nation.  Between the nations.  It is the same.  We cannot have peace without 
righteousness, right relationships among people who live in families, schools, offices, 
factories, nations, and on earth. 
 
And third, anytime, the Spirit of the Prince of Peace lives inside us, it results in justice.  
We cannot have peace without justice.  Fairness.  Equity.  When the Prince of Peace is 
inside us, we work for justice for the poor, the oppressed, and the millions and billions 
on earth who are hungry and starving and don’t have clean water or gainful 
employment.  If there is no justice, there is no peace.  And justice always involves work, 
we work for justice.  Justice doesn’t naturally happen on its own.  Justice does not just 
fall in our lap, like an apple falling from a tree.  We have to work at planting the tree, 
watering the tree, pruning the tree, so that apples will fall in our lap.  And so it is with 
God’s justice. 
 
The great tragedy to establishing peace in our lives and in our world is that people want 
to take shortcuts.  People want to take shortcuts, and there are no shortcuts to peace in 
our families, there are no shortcuts to peace within our hearts and minds, and there are 
no shortcuts to peace in the world.  There are no shortcuts to having the Prince of 
Peace living within us.  There are no shortcuts to righteousness and justice. 
 
On that first Christmas Eve, the angels sang of the coming of the Prince of Peace, they 
sang of the baby in the manger who would redeem the world, and sang “Peace on 
earth, good will toward all people, with whom God is pleased.”  But have you ever 
wondered why they sang it that way.  Why didn’t they sing, Peace on earth to everyone!  
Oftentimes I think that’s what we hear, Peace to everyone, because that’s feels good, 
no strings attached, no obligation.  But their song of peace doesn’t go like that, it adds 
that crucial ingredient, “With whom God is well pleased.”  Which means, those who Do 
the will of God, will find peace.  Those who allow the Prince of Peace to dwell in their 
hearts and work for right relationships and justice will find peace. 
 



Brothers and sisters in Christ, now is the time to prepare for our Lord’s return, and now 
is the time to bring lasting peace into our homes, communities, and world.  I hope and 
pray that we all invite the Lord to dwell in our hearts and minds, that we find peace 
during this sacred time of year, and that we embrace Isaiah’s vision, for the future.  
Amen. 
 


