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Once again Merry Christmas and I hope you continue to celebrate this Christmas 
season in the coming week, because there are so many wonderful things about this 
season, the various family get-togethers, the sharing of our selves and our time with 
one another.  And what wonderful stories we have with Christmas.  The birth in a 
manger because there was no room in the inn, the shepherds and the angels singing 
“glory to God in the highest”, the kings, the wise men who followed a star to bring their 
gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.  Christmas is wonderful. 
 
But not too long after our Christmas celebrations we are once again confronted with the 
fact that God’s kingdom hasn’t completely arrived yet.  The “Peace on earth” that we 
sing about on Christmas Eve is followed by death and destruction, as we hear the news 
of regional conflicts and civil war, mass shootings, and hate related crimes. 
 
As wonderful as Christmas can be, oftentimes life after Christmas isn’t all that sweet.  In 
today’s gospel lesson Matthew tells us that following the birth of Christ, King Herod set 
out to have any threat to his reign, wiped out.  He had learned from the Magi that a 
mighty king was to be born in Israel, and waited for them to return to reveal what they 
had found.  But when the wise men did not return, to help Herod locate this newborn 
king, he had all the children in Bethlehem that were under 2 years old killed.  Probably 
20-25 children were killed to satisfy the King.     
 
But Jesus was not there.  Just as an angel had come to Joseph in a dream to tell him to 
take Mary as his wife, an angel came again to warn Joseph of the impending danger, 
and so Mary, Joseph and the baby Jesus slipped away into Egypt where they would be 
safe.     
   
Although we mourn the innocent deaths of these first Christian martyrs, one message is 
clear:  No king or government, however cruel, can stop the plan of God.   
It was God’s plan that his Son would be born;   
it was God’s plan that his Son would survive,  
and it was God’s plan that his Son would die on the cross for the sins of the whole 
world; and no king, no government, no army can stop the kingdom of God. 
 
And it’s no coincidence that Matthew tells us this story, for the same thing happened in 
the Old Testament, when Moses was born.  Then, Pharaoh created a law that all the 
newborn Jewish boys would be thrown into the river, his aim was to destroy their 
community, destroy their family ties, and destroy the people’s spirit.   
 
The Egyptians tried to kill them all, but they did not kill Moses.  Moses survived and 
lived to give the 10 commandments to the people of Israel,  
for THAT was the plan of God.   



No kingdom has ever been able to stop the kingdom of God.  No leader, no 
government, no military force has ever been that strong.  Empires come and go, even in 
our lifetimes, we’ve seen this.  We can’t even count the number of empires that have 
fallen throughout history, but the church of Jesus Christ, the Kingdom of God is still 
standing tall and powerful.  That is the point that Matthew is making here, no matter how 
cruel the king is, the king cannot stop the plan and reign of God. 
 
In Matthew’s telling of the Christmas story, Joseph is a central figure and Joseph 
provides us with a worthy example of a follower of God, for Joseph is willing to be 
guided, he’s willing to obediently follow, he’s willing to take some risks, he’s willing to 
take some ridicule and swallow his pride, he’s willing to go to new places and trust what 
has been prepared for him. 
 
Today, when we look at what Christmas has in store for us with all the presents, and 
Christmas Cards, the shopping, the food, and the parties, we must remember that, 
that’s not Christmas.  That’s what our culture calls the holidays.  For Christmas to work 
we need to look for guidance from God and shatter the false gods of materialism, and 
the idols of ambition, and the demons of self-importance, and set up the Christ child as 
the promise and the priority of our lives.  When Christ is the center of our daily living, 
then all the other demons will fade away. 
 
In the film, “A Beautiful Mind,” John Nash played by Russell Crowe has come to terms 
with his demons.  If you’re not familiar with the story, John Nash is a brilliant 
mathematician who won a Nobel prize for his theories on economics, but John also 
suffers from paranoid schizophrenia.  And throughout this story of his life he struggles to 
manage the delusions and hallucinations he experiences.    
 
The delusions are still there, but he learns how to ignore them.  He learns how to ignore 
them with the help of medication, which is not something I would recommend, but he is 
able to do it, and there’s a scene in the movie when these demons are being ignored, 
and they appear sad, they’re sad because they understand that they no longer exert the 
influence over Nash that they used to.  And that perseverance, that ability to focus on 
what’s really important can be an inspiration to us. 
 
Because when we honor Christ, and not the culture of Christmas, then Christmas really 
works.  The demons, while still there, have no control. 
 
We also honor Christmas when we allow it to take us to a foreign land.  The text for 
today tells us about Mary, Joseph and Jesus’ flight to Egypt to avoid the wrath of Herod.  
Jesus will often lead US into unknown territory as well.  We will find ourselves in 
uncharted waters.  But that’s also what Christmas is about, letting Jesus take our hand 
and lead us along our journey. 
 
In the movie “City of Joy”, actor Patrick Swayze plays a medical student confronted with 
the overwhelming poverty of Calcutta, India, not unlike what Mother Theresa faced 
before she began her ministry to the poor.  He had been brought to a clinic that served 



lepers and the poorest of the poor, but wasn’t sure he wanted to get emotionally 
involved, when a woman comes up to him and confronts him with one of three choices.  
She says, “You can run.  You can watch.  Or you can commit to getting involved and 
respond with compassion.”   
 
The same options face us this morning as we contemplate what paths we will take in 
the coming year, what will we do?  “Run, watch, or get involved with compassion.” 
 
A retired pastor, told a story about a leader in his church who wasn’t leading.  He 
accepted a position of leadership, but he didn’t do what he was supposed to do. 
 
One day the pastor said to the man, “I have a group of young people who go to a 
nursing home and put on a worship service once a month.  Would you drive them to the 
nursing home?  Could you do that?  The man agreed. 
 
On the first Sunday he was at the nursing home, he sat in the back with his arms folded 
as the kids were doing their thing up front.  All of a sudden, someone was tugging his 
arm.  He looked down, and here was this old man in a wheelchair.  He took hold of the 
old man’s hand and the old man held his hand during the whole service.   
 
The next month that was repeated.  The man in the wheelchair came and held the hand 
of the church leader.  And again, the next month, the next month, and the next month. 
 
Then the old man wasn’t there.  When he asked about him he was told, “Oh, he’s down 
the hall, right hand side, third door.  He’d dying.  He’s unconscious, but if you want to go 
down and pray over his body…..that would be all right.” 
 
So he went, and there were tubes and wires connected to him and hanging all over the 
place.  Then he took the old man’s hand and prayed that God would receive him, that 
God would bring this man from this life into the next, and give him eternal blessings. 
 
As soon as he finished the prayer, the old man squeezed the church leader’s hand and 
he knew that he had been heard.  He was so moved by this, that tears began to run 
down his cheeks. 
 
He stumbled out of the room, and as he did so he bumped into a woman.  She said, 
“He’s been waiting for you.  He said that he didn’t want to die, until he had the chance to 
hold the hand of Jesus one more time.” 
 
The man was amazed at this, he said, “What do you mean?” 
 
She said, “Well, my father would say that once a month Jesus came to this place.  He 
would take my hand and he would hold my hand for a whole hour.  I don’t want to die 
until I have one more chance to hold the hand of Jesus, just one more time.” 
 



Christmas works when we let Jesus take us into unfamiliar territory, like a nursing home 
or a neighbor’s home, or maybe into something even more bizarre, like an attitude 
adjustment, a generous spirit, a helping hand.   
 
The point is that whenever and wherever we go, we are the hand of Jesus to others, 
and when that happens – Christmas happens!  And Christmas works!!! 
Amen. 
 


